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Suggested Solutions  
 

1. Require the Census Bureau to continue to utilize the 2010 census methodology for the 2021 

Census. 

 

2. Require the Census Bureau to produce population statistics for the 2021 Census based on the 

2010 methodology to be used for the allocation of funding for the transportation related 

programs.  Essentially, a ‘two sets of books’ approach whereby FHWA programs utilize the 

2010 methodology. 

 

3. Insert into the Surface Transportation Reauthorization language that all urban areas that fall 

below the required 50,000 threshold due to a change in the census methodology shall be held 

harmless and formula federal funding shall be based either on 2010 census populations and 

or the 2020 total of the block group population that lies within the 2010 urbanized area 

boundary  
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1 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/19/2021-03412/urban-areas-for-the-2020-

census-proposed-criteria 
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